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IP Fragmentation and Reassembly
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One large datagram becomes

several smaller datagrams

Example

 4000 byte datagram

 MTU = 1500 bytes

Includes header!

 3980 byte of data

 fragmented into

1500 (1480+20)

1500 (1480+20) 

1040 (1020+20) 



How to fragment an already

fragmented datagram

o Max. MTU = 820

o Incoming datagram:

o Outgoing datagrams:
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IPv4 vs IPv6

Source: http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Internet_address_spaces.svg


